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C R O S S T I E  G R A D I N G  S E M I N A R

The Railway Tie Association (RTA) will
hold its 22nd Annual Crosstie Grading
Seminar July 20-22, in Montevallo, Ala.

Fieldwork, including the Species
Identification and Crosstie Grading
Derby, will take place at the Seaman
Timber Company site in Montevallo.

“The RTA Education Committee 
continues to make this event a great 
learning opportunity for tie graders and 
railroaders alike,” said RTA Executive
Director Jim Gauntt, who will serve 
as one of three instructors. “Each 
presentation has been revisited with an 
in-depth look at its content and value.
Add these classroom hours to the 
hands-on work with full-sized ties, and
attendees get the best of both worlds as it
relates to understanding tie specifications
and tie inspection.”

Instructors for the course will also
include Terry Conners, Jimmy Watt and
Jeff Morrell.

Conners, an associate extension 
professor at the University of Kentucky,
holds a bachelor of science degree in 
forest products from Pennsylvania State
University, a master’s degree in wood 
science from the University of

Massachusetts, and a Ph.D.
in forestry and forest prod-
ucts from Virginia
Polytechnic and State
University.

Jeff Morrell, a researcher
at Oregon State University in
the Department of Forest
Products, holds a bachelor’s
degree in forest biology from
the College of Environmental
Science and Forestry at the
State University of New
York, a master’s degree in
plant pathology from Pennsylvania State
University, and a Ph.D. in forest 
pathology and mycology from the College
of Environmental Science and Forestry at
the State University of New York.

Jimmy Watt, owner of The Crosstie
Connection in Austinville, Va., performs
crosstie inspections for Class 1 and short
line railroads as well as for treating 
facilities and railroad contractors.
Formerly quality assurance engineer for
Norfolk Southern, Watt is also a past
chairman of AREA Committee 30 – Ties
and Wood Preservation. Watts  holds a
bachelor of science degree in forestry

from North Carolina State University.
Jim Gauntt, executive director of 

RTA, is a 29-year veteran of the wood 
preserving industry, having worked as
director of product acceptance for
Osmose Wood Preserving Company
and vice president of sales for Randall

Brothers. He is also the published author
of numerous articles, papers and publica-
tions, and a speaker on the topic of wood
preserving and tie industry subjects.

The cost of the seminar is $495, which
includes the price of the seminar, take-
home materials, Sunday night reception,
and lunch on Tuesday.

Attendees should arrange for their own
accommodations by the June 15 deadline
through the Holiday Inn Express –
Pelham by calling (205) 987-8888. Ask
for the RTA room block to receive the
negotiated $99 per night rate (plus 14 
percent tax). The rate includes a compli-
mentary deluxe breakfast bar each morning.

For more information, contact Debbie
Corallo, RTA administrator, at (770) 
460-5553 or dcorallo@rta.org. A 
complete agenda is available online at
www.rta.org. §
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Students at RTA’s Tie Grading Seminar will receive both
classroom and in-the-field instrucution. The event will
be videotaped this year to create teaching modules.
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